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STATE as 


Loss of accreditation could 
put school 'years behind’ 


University system 
looks to spend 
efficiently , save 
money 

By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


The University of Alas¬ 
ka Board of Regents met 
Friday, with the main goal 
of discussing how to be 
more efficient with its 
spending. 

The early portion of the 
meeting was dominated 
by another storyline — 
that of the University 
of Alaska Anchorage's 
School of Education los¬ 
ing its accreditation last 
week. The Council for Ac¬ 
creditation of Educator 
Programs (CAEP) revoked 
the School of Education's 
accreditation; as the 
school failed to meet four 
of five key standards. 

Regent Dale Anderson 
said he was trying to re¬ 
main calm as he spoke 
to UAA Chancellor Cathy 
Sandeen at the meeting 
Friday, but his frustration 
was clear. 

"The incompetence 
of either the staff; fac¬ 
ulty or administration 
to have four out of five 
problems in this accredi¬ 
tation search or analysis 
does not add up/' Ander¬ 
son said. "We have to step 
back and really make 
some changes.'' 

The regents agreed to 
hold a listening session so 


students and their fami¬ 
lies could meet with re¬ 
gents about the situation. 
They'll set a meeting for 
that soon. 

When a school loses its 
accreditation; the univer¬ 
sity is no longer allowed 
to recommend students 
to the state for licensure. 
Teachers must have a li¬ 
cense from the state to 
teach in public schools. 

Alaska was having a 
hard enough time keep¬ 
ing teachers even before 
this. Nearly two-thirds of 
all teacher and adminis¬ 
trative school positions 
are hired from out of state 
each year ; according to 
data from the university. 
The university has made 
strides in recent years 
to try to turn this trend 
around; and aims to have 
90 percent of Alaska's new 
teacher hires be Univer¬ 
sity of Alaska graduates. 
As Anderson pointed out 
during the meeting; the 
loss of accreditation "puts 
us years behind'' in that 
goal specifically. 

University officials and 
Department of Education 
and Early Development 
(DEED) officials are set to 
meet soon to talk about 
coming up with a long¬ 
term solution to the prob¬ 
lem. DEED announced 
Friday that it would ac¬ 
cept a recommendation 
for licensure for students 
in the UAA program who 
are graduating this spring. 

Sandeen also said 


they're working with oth¬ 
er universities to make 
sure students who trans¬ 
fer are able to have their 
credits transfer over. 

"This is a wake-up 
call/' Sandeen said ; "and 
it's only going to make us 
better.'' 

Meanwhile, the Univer¬ 
sity of Alaska Southeast is 
poised to undergo its own 
accreditation process. As 
part of its regular cycle 
of retaining its accredita¬ 
tion; UAS is hosting the 
Northwest Commission 
on Colleges and Universi¬ 
ties (NWCCU) in April. 

UAS has been accred¬ 
ited since 1983 ; and the 
NWCCU's accreditation 
includes all UAS campus¬ 
es (in Juneau, Ketchikan 
and Sitka). The public can 
comment on UAS' quali¬ 
fications before March 
22 by mailing NWCCU at 
8060 165th Avenue NE ; 
Suite 100; Redmond; WA 
98052. 

Trying to save money 

University of Alaska 
System President lim 
fohnsen said university 
leaders are doing what 
they can to make sure 
they spend their mon¬ 
ey efficiently. He ran 
through a half-hour pre¬ 
sentation about various 
ways to save costs. Most 
involved technological 
solutions to streamline 
operations. Other ways 
included reducing facility 
operating costs and shar¬ 


ing resources. 

"There are things on 
this list that are achievable 
but have been plaguing 
us for many years/' regent 
Karen Perdue said during 
the meeting. "Hopefully 
with the increased collab¬ 
oration across the system 
we can tackle these issues 
at last. This will only make 
our institution stronger.'' 

One other avenue 
toward saving money 
— one that affects each 
campus — is cutting per¬ 
sonnel. fohnsen showed 
that since 2014 ; the uni¬ 
versity has cut 15 percent 
of its employees. UAS has 
been hit even worse than 
that; UAS spokesperson 
Keni Campbell said in an 
email. Campbell said UAS 
has lost 22 percent of its 
employees since 2014. 
That's 143 employees; ac¬ 
cording to fohnsen's pre¬ 
sentation. 

Working with the gover¬ 
nor and Legislature 

The university's bud¬ 
get has shrunk in recent 
years, as the Alaska Leg¬ 
islature cuts costs. Law¬ 
makers approved a $10 
million funding increase 
in 2017; the first such rise 
since 2014. Regents and 
other university officials 
have said that increase 
was helpful but insuffi¬ 
cient to keep the Univer¬ 
sity of Alaska competitive 
with other institutions 

SEE REGENTS | Page A8 


Oil exploration 
predicted to 
increase on 
North Slope 


State will have to 
wait to cash in on 
new operations 

By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


State officials on 
Thursday said that 2019 
is expected to have the 
most oil exploration and 
production rig activity in 
20 years, but it will take 
a while for the state to 
cash in on that increased 
investment. 

In August 2018; re¬ 
search firm IHS Markit 
labeled Alaska's North 
Slope as a "super basin/' 
and estimated that crude 
oil output could increase 
by as much as 40 percent 
in the next eight years. 
Even before that, bullish 
ConocoPhillips officials 
were declaring an "ex¬ 
ploration renaissance'' 
for North Slope oil. 

Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources officials 
spoke to the Alaska Sen¬ 


ate Finance Committee 
on Thursday, explaining 
their excitement about 
the future of oil in Alas¬ 
ka. DNR Deputy Com¬ 
missioner Sara Longan 
was one of them. 

"The classification of 
the North Slope as a su¬ 
per basin is a pretty big 
darn deal/' Longan said 
in an interview after the 
meeting; "and there's so 
much undiscovered po¬ 
tential in Cook Inlet also, 
that industry's going to 
keep looking at Alaska to 
invest money/' 

Graham Smith; the 
permitting section man¬ 
ager for the Division of 
Oil and Gas ; said in a 
phone interview Friday 
that the DNR present¬ 
ers were actually fairly 
conservative during 
their Thursday presen¬ 
tation. They said there 
could be more than 15 
oil rigs operating in the 
North Slope and Cook 
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Invitation for Public Comment 


University of Alaska Southeast 

Full-Scale Comprehensive Accreditation Evaluation 
Planned Campus Visit: April 24-26,2019 

As part of the regular cycle for reaffirmation of accreditation, the University of Alaska Southeast 
(UAS) is scheduled for a site visit by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 
(NWCCU) in conjunction with a Year Seven Self-Evaluation Report. The visit will take place in 
Juneau from April 24-26,2019. 

Regional accreditation recognizes institutional quality, effectiveness, and sustainability 
in fulfilling the institution's mission. UAS'mission is: Student learning enhanced by faculty 
scholarship, undergraduate research and creative activities, community engagement, and the 
cultures and environment of Southeast Alaska. 

UAS has been accredited by NWCCU since 1983, and this single accreditation includes all UAS 
campuses — Juneau, Ketchikan, and Sitka. UAS'accreditation was last reaffirmed in 2014. 

As part of the process, UAS invites public comment on its qualifications for accreditation. 

Signed written comments should be sent to the Commission and will be shared with the 
institution, the evaluation committee, and the Commission itself. Comments are due to the 
Commission no later than March 22,2019. 

Mail comments to: Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 
8060165th Avenue NE, Suitel 00 
Redmond, WA 98052 
Phone: (425) 558-4224 

To obtain a copy of the Commission policy go to Public Notification and Third Party Comments 
Regarding Year Seven Evaluations on the NWCCU website (http://www.nwccu.org), or contact 
the Commission office at (425) 558-4224. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

— Staff Report — 


Juneau legislators holding 
town hall meeting 

On the campaign trail; Juneau's three new leg¬ 
islators heard from people all over the borough. 
Now that their service has begun ; they're ready to 
have a conversation with the community as a trio. 

Reps. Sara Hannan and Andi Story and Sen. 
Jesse Kiehl are holding a town hall meeting at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 29 at the Mendenhall Valley 
Public Library. The three Democrats are hoping 
to meet members of the community while also 
hearing some concerns and possible solutions 
that people have. 

The event is expected to last an hour and a half, 
and pizza and beverages will be provided. 

The legislators are settling into their offices, 
and their phones and emails are open for people 
to contact them. Hannan can be contacted at 465- 
4766 or Rep.Sara.Hannan@akleg.gov. Story can 
be reached at 465-3744 or Rep.Andi.Story@aldeg. 
gov. People can contact Kiehl at 465-4947 or Sen. 
Jesse.Kiehl@akleg.gov. 


■f~ree 'feu £/fu for f^reyenfaw 


A 16 session class series beginning 

January 22nd 

for people age 60 and over. 

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
10:00AM - li:OOAM 

AT St. Paul Catholic Church, 9055 Atlin Drive 
Glen Ray, Certified Tai Chi Instructor 


TO REGISTER, CALL SOUTHEAST SENIOR SERVICES AT 
463-6113 

Registration is required. 

This program is made possible by a grant from the Alaska Dept, 
of Health and Social Services 



5th Annual 


PLATYPUS 

conEEE 3 




demos 


aments 


tot”' 


JAN 

25-27 


INSTRUCTIONAL GAMES 
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CENTENNIAL HALL, JUNEAU 

fiil Ol Fun For All Agrti! 
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Professional 

Services 



I have three words: 

Potential Future Degre 

Let’s start putting 
my PFD to good use . 7 


Easy to enroll. Just answer “Yes” 
to the UA College Savings Plan 
question on your or your child's 
PFD application to get started. 

Visit UACollegeSavings.com 
or call 1-888-4-Alaska 

to learn more. 

Save in Alaska, Study Anywhere. 

If you are not an Alaska resident, you should compare this Plan 
with any 529 college savings plan offered by your home state or 
your beneficiary’s home state and consider, before investing, any 
state tax or other state benefits, such as financial aid, scholarship 
funds, and protection from creditors that are only available for 
investments in the home state’s plan. Go online or call the number 
listed above to request a Plan Disclosure Document, which 
includes investment objectives, risks, fees, charges and expenses, 
and other information that you should read and consider carefully 
before investing, I Offered by the Education Trust of Alaska. 

T, Rowe Price Investment Services, Inc., Distributor/Underwriter, 

201901-713139 


Altman, Roqers 
& Co . 


CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC 

AKQUNTAHTS- 

-FfnuJjy Serving for Ovot 35 lrfcj rtf- 



Call us for professional tax preparation, we’re here to help you! 

175 S. Franklin Street, # 412 • Juneau, AK 99801 • 907-586-3993 • www.altrogco.com • Juneau@altrogco.com 
Juneau • Anchorage • Soldotna 


LOGAN TAX LLC 


Serving Southeast Alaska 
for over 35 Years 

CPA and Certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor® on staff 



logantax@ak.net 

www.logantaxpTaclice.Gom 

ZZ45 Jordan Ave. Juneau. AH • 907.73-9 3694 



IT'S TAX TIME! 

Call Richard Earl EA, Inc. 
789-9898 • 957 9898 

Your Reliable Tax Preparer!! 

Convenient Location • Experienced Enrolled Agent 
Competitively Priced • Fast & Accurate Service 

mm 

Scan to find us on Faccbook fiSf" 

Jciidrin Jtnnur | Junr*ir. J^LE | inb^rkhird -Tirl.EU-rn J www.riLriflrd r^rl.EHjrri 




Elgee 
Rehfeld 

I CERTIFIED PUBLIC LLC 
ACCOUNTANTS 

9309 Glacier Hwy. Ste.. B-200 • Juneau, AK 99801 • 800.478.3178 • info@erakcpa.com • www.elgeerehfeld.com 
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Kitchen 

fire 

burns 

condo 

By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


Fortunately for a down¬ 
town resident; the smoke 
alarms were working. 

A neighbor at the High¬ 
land Terrace Condos in 
the flats called Capital 
City Fire/Rescue to re¬ 
port a smoke alarm go¬ 
ing off next door Friday 
afternoon; according to 
a press release from Fire 
Marshal Dan Jager. CCFR 
responders arrived to find 
smoke coming from an 
apartment. 

After forcing their way 
inside, the firefighters 
found combustible debris 
on an electric stove, the 
press release stated. The 
occupant of the apart¬ 
ment wasn't home at the 
time, and responders 
were able to get a dog and 
a cat (who were both un¬ 
harmed) to safely. 

Damage was estimat¬ 
ed at about $1,000, and 
the resident had renter's 
insurance, according to 
the release. Fire marshals 
quickly determined the 
fire was unintentional, 
and it was contained just 
to the stove top in the 
kitchen. 

The small fire under¬ 
scores the importance of 
having functional smoke 
alarms, Jager said. 

"Had there not been a 
working smoke alarm, it is 
very likely this fire would 
have been much larger 
and caused more damage 
and endangered more oc¬ 
cupants/' Jager wrote in 
the release. 



President Donald Trump walks on the South 
Lawn upon arrival at the White House in 
Washington, D.C. on Saturday after attending 
the casualty return at Dover Air Force Base, 
Delaware for the four Americans killed in a 
suicide bomb attack in Syria. 

MANUEL BALCE CENETA | ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Trump offers a 'dreamers' deal in 
exchange for border wall money 


By JILL COLVIN and 
CATHERINE LUCEY 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
sought to break the gov¬ 
ernment shutdown im¬ 
passe Saturday, offering 
to extend protections for 
young people brought to 
the country illegally as 
children, if Democrats 


give him $5.7 billion for 
his long-promised bor¬ 
der wall. But Democrats 
dismissed the offer as 
non-starter, calling on 
Trump to re-open the 
government first. 

Speaking from the 
White House, Trump said 
he was offering a Tom- 
monsense compromise 
both parties should em¬ 
brace." 


In advance of Trump's 
remarks, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said the ex¬ 
pected proposal for end¬ 
ing the 29-day partial 
government shutdown 
was "a compilation of 
several previously re¬ 
jected initiatives, each of 
which is unacceptable." 
The California Democrat 
said Trump's expected 
offer was "not a good- 


faith effort" to help the 
immigrants and could 
not pass the House. 

Trump said he would 
extend protections for 
young people brought to 
the country illegally as 
children, as well as for 
those with temporary 
protected status after 
fleeing countries affected 
by natural disasters or 
violence. 


Democrats criticized 
the expected proposal 
because it didn't seem 
to be a permanent solu¬ 
tion for those immigrants 
and because it includes 
money for the wall along 
the U.S.-Mexico border, 
which the party strongly 
opposes. Democrats also 
want Trump to reopen 
government before talks 
can start. 



Bartlett 

Regional -Hospital 



My B.E.H.R. CARE 

Bartlett Electronic Health Record 


Did you know? 

You can view your Bartlett 
Regional Hospital health 
information online any 
time and from almost 
anywhere on your PC or 
mobile phone through 
the Patient Portal. 


• See Your Visit History 

• View Appointments 

• Review Your Results 

• Access Discharge Summaries 

• Update Personal Information 

• Pay Bills Online 

Get started today! 

Sign up here: www.bartletthospital.org 


* Please note: To sign up online, Bartlett Regional Hospital must have your 
email address ALREADY ON FILE. Questions? Please call, 907-796-8880 


OIL: 

Continued from Page A5 

Inlet in 2019, 
but Smith said 
there could be up 
to 20 operating. 

At the highest produc¬ 
tion time in 2018, Smith 
said, II rigs were run¬ 
ning. 

"That would be a high, 
certainly for the last 20 
years, probably much 
longer than that," Smith 
said. 

While senators were 
pleased to hear the news, 
they were hesitant to get 
overly enthusiastic. Sen. 
Natasha Von Imhof, R- 
Anchorage, said in an 
interview that state of¬ 
ficials should "manage 
their expectations" when 
it comes to oil. 

During her portion of 
the presentation, Divi¬ 
sion of Oil and Gas Di¬ 
rector Chantal Walsh 
acknowledged that just 
because there's explo¬ 
ration doesn't mean 
money is about to come 
streaming in. 

"Exploration, though, 
doesn't immediately lead 
to production," Walsh 
said. "In other words, 
it doesn't lead immedi¬ 
ately to adding money 
to the state general fund 
but it is an exciting indi¬ 
cation of the component 
of our state's oil and gas, 
which is a large part of 
our financial stability in 
the private world." 

Oil revenues for the 


general fund are expect¬ 
ed to dip in the coming 
fiscal year from $2,211 
billion in the current 
year, to $1,688 billion 
(23.6 percent), according 
to Tangeman's presenta¬ 
tion Wednesday. 

Finance Committee 
Chair Sen. Bert Sted- 
man, R-Sitka, took a no- 
nonsense approach to 
the meeting, running 
it tightly and speaking 
frankly as he interpreted 
the presentations. When 
the DNR speakers point¬ 
ed to a particular project 
— ConocoPhillips' Wil¬ 
low development on the 
west end of the North 
Slope — Stedman spe¬ 
cifically asked when the 
project might start re¬ 
sulting in a net positive 
to the state. 

Walsh said the project 
will likely start resulting 
in the state making mon¬ 
ey in 2026. 

"So what you're tell¬ 
ing me is I'd better not 
expect revenue two years 
from now to help us get 
out of this ditch," Sted¬ 
man said, referring to 
the state's uncertain fi¬ 
nancial situation. Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy's first 
state budget included a 
$1.6 billion deficit. 

"That's correct," Walsh 
replied. 

Stedman referred to 
the state's budget situ¬ 
ation as "a more-than- 
immediate issue in the 
middle of the table this 
year and next year." Dur¬ 
ing a Wednesday meet¬ 
ing, Stedman said this 
year's Senate Finance 


Committee is larger than 
it has been in the past 
decade due to the com¬ 
plexities of the current 
budget situation. 

The committee spent 
a couple days during 
the first week of session 
discussing how oil and 
oil prices factor into the 
budget process. During 
his Wednesday presen¬ 
tation to the committee, 
Tangeman said oil prices 
experience "wild swings" 
and that Gov. Mike Dun¬ 
leavy's administration 
is taking a conservative 
approach to forecasting 
oil revenues. This is to 
avoid making an over¬ 
sized budget. 

Overall, though, those 
at Thursday's meeting 
came out of it with high 
spirits. Von Imhof said 
in an interview that she 
was encouraged by both 
Tangeman's presenta¬ 
tion Wednesday and by 
the DNR presentations 
on Thursday, saying 
she's looking forward to 
bringing more jobs to 
the North Slope as ex¬ 
ploration increases. 

"I'm really excited 
about it," Von Imhof 
said. "I think the arrows 
are going in an upward 
direction and the lead¬ 
ing indicators are prov¬ 
ing positive." 

• Contact reporter Alex McCarthy 
at 523-2271 or amccarthy@ 
juneauempire.com. Follow him on 
Twitter at @akmccarthy. 


REGENTS: 

Continued from Page A5 

across the 
country. 

During his re¬ 
port at Friday's meet¬ 
ing, Johnsen said he and 
other university officials 
have met twice with Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy's admin¬ 
istration, three times with 


Office of Management 
and Budget Director Don¬ 
na Arduin. Johnsen said 
he was appreciative that 
Dunleavy had taken the 
time to listen to university 
administrators. 

The Dunleavy admin¬ 
istration is expected to 
make "significant" chang¬ 
es to Gov. Bill Walker's fi¬ 
nal budget, Johnsen said. 
Dunleavy's initial budget 
proposal included a $1.6 
billion deficit, and John¬ 


sen said people in his 
office will be keeping a 
close eye on what goes on 
at the Capitol. 

Johnsen said they're 
also trying to meet with 
lawmakers, but quipped 
that it's difficult to tell 
which legislators are the 
most important ones to 
talk with because the 
House of Representatives 
still hadn't figured out its 
leadership as of Friday. 

























































